III.

WULLENWEBER.

AMONG the various disintegrating influences at
work upon the League we have already named the
Reformation. The new doctrines were destined at
first to bring little blessing to the land in which they
took their birth, and more especially to the Hansa
was the purer creed to prove a source of dissension,
resulting in eventual dissolution. Among other
causes this was due to the fact that the cities did
not all or at the same time embrace Protestantism.
Thus a schism arose in their very midst: the Protes-
tant cities eyeing the Catholic with distrust, and
vice versd. Moreover, these changes of view and
system led to great disunion in the various towns
themselves, often temporarily weakening the authority
of the municipality and causing the city to be too
much pre-occupied to attend to the common affairs
and the welfare of the entire League. The movement
also took different forms in different centres. In
some it came about quite easily, and found the ground
all ready prepared ; in others, it entered with strife
and bloodshed, or with fanatical excesses and absurd-
ities, as for example in Bremen, and Miinster, where
the over-excited sect of the Anabaptists held sway.